
CC-Link IE and PROFINET protocol transparency to revolutionise global machine interoperability

Click here to watch this video on YouTube
YouTube share link: https://youtu.be/vVrIE-87sik

With the growth of Industry 4.0 and the Industrial Internet of Things (IIoT) there are plenty of
automation industry developments to excite machine builders and networking experts. Of
particular note is the cooperation between the CC-Link Partner Association (CLPA) and PROFINET
& PROFIBUS International (PI).This has produced an interoperability specification that is opening
new pathways and possibilities for machine integration growth worldwide.
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The CLPA and PI provide the most prevalent networking protocols in Asia and Europe
respectively, and are now offering end users and machine builders total interoperability between
CC-Link IE and PROFINET. This pioneering specification was revealed to a positive reception at the
SPS/IPC/Drives fair last year, marking the first result of the relationship between the two
networking organisations.

Increasing flexibility and interoperability for end users were the main motivation for the new partnership,
which is aiming to help achieve Industry 4.0 goals, such as transparent flow of information between
different machines and systems. Businesses source their production machinery from around the world, so
the new specification aims to eliminate the situation where a new machine may not be able to
communicate with a differing protocol architecture in a certain location. This seamless integration will
increase transparency between machines and networks, increasing connectivity. These benefits are
achieved through the functionality of a 'coupler' device, which allows easy transmission of information
between the two protocols.

2017 is planned to see the first hardware products introduced to market that will support the specification.
Since the initial announcement in 2015, the specification took less than a year to originate, which
demonstrates the effectiveness of the CLPA and PI collaboration at addressing the needs of end users.
Both organisations believe that to truly achieve the benefits of Industry 4.0, cooperation between
technology leaders in industry is of the utmost importance.

John Browett, General Manager at CLPA-Europe commented: "The main aim of the cooperation with PI is
to offer end users and machine builders the maximum flexibility as they operate globally. We are very
pleased to have announced the coupler specification within a year of the first announcement of our
cooperation as planned. We are now on the way to working with various partner companies to realise
actual hardware as soon as possible. This will allow us to deliver this increased communications
transparency directly to industry."

Karsten Schneider, Chairman of PI, added: "I think CLPA and PI really act as a role model for working
together to make the Industry 4.0 vision a reality. Cooperation is an essential part of the Industrial Internet
of Things, so by organisations working closely we can deliver the value of that to the end user."

To learn more about CLPA and CC-Link IE or keep up with the latest announcements, visit www.clpa-
europe.com.

Captions:

Photo 1: The CC-Link Partner Association (CLPA) and PROFIBUS & PROFINET International (PI) have
delivered on their announcement to allow easy interoperability between CC-Link IE and PROFINET.

Photo 2: Fumihiko Kimura, CLPA Chairman, and Karsten Schneider, PI Chairman.
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About the CC-Link Partner Association (CLPA)
The CLPA is an international organization founded in 2000 dedicated to the technical development and
promotion of the CC-Link family of open automation networks. The CLPA's key technology is CC-Link IE,
the world's first and only open gigabit Ethernet for automation and an ideal solution for Industry 4.0
applications due to its unmatched bandwidth. Currently the CLPA has over 2,800 member companies
worldwide, with more than 1,500 certified products available from over 300 manufacturers. CC-Link is the
leading open industrial automation network technology in Asia and is becoming increasingly popular in
Europe and the Americas.

The image(s) distributed with this press release may only be used to accompany this copy, and are
subject to copyright. Please contact DMA Europa if you wish to license the image for further use.
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